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and regulated by the psychic inheritance, i.e. the collective
unconscious. It is true, for instance, that the image of the
individual mother is impressive, but its particular impressive-
ness depends upon the fact that it is fused with an unconscious
state of readiness, that is, with an inborn system or image,
which results from the symbiotic relation of mother and
child that has existed from eternity. Where the individual
mother is lacking in this or that respect, a certain loss is felt,
which represents a claim of the collective unconscious for
fulfilment. One instinct has short measure, so to speak. From
this cause neurotic disturbances frequently arise, or at least
peculiarities of character. If the collective unconscious did
not exist, anything could be accomplished by education.
It would be possible with impunity to deform a human being
into a psychical machine, or transform him into an ideal.
But strict limits are set to any such attempts, because there
are dominants of the unconscious which make almost invincible
demands for fulfilment. If, then, in the example of the patient
with the stomach neurosis, I am asked to name the thing in
the unconscious, over and above the personal mother-complex,
that keeps alive an indefinite, but painful longing, the answer
is: It is the collective image of the mother; not of this
particular mother, but of the mother in her universal aspect.
You will ask in astonishment: ' But why should this
collective image release such longing ?' It is not quite easy
to answer this question. Yet if we could get an immediate
impression of the nature and meaning of this collective
image, which I have also termed an archetype, then it would
be easy to understand its effects.
In order to aid us in this understanding, I would present
the following reflections, The mother-child relation is
certainly the deepest and most penetrating one we know;
the child in fact for a long time is, so to speak, a part of the
maternal body 1 Later it is really a continuum of the psychic
atmosphere of the mother for years, and in this way, all
that is primordial in the child is, so to speak, indissolubly

